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1 Introduction and Project Description 

 Project Title 
Washington Street Sewer Bypass Project  

 Lead Agency Name and Address 
Castroville Community Services District 
11499 Geil Street 
Castroville, California 95012 

 Contact Person and Phone Number 
Eric Tynan, General Manager  
(831) 633-2560 

 Scope and Use of this Document 
This Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS-MND) provides an assessment of the potential 
impacts to environmental resources that would result from implementing the proposed Washington 
Street Sewer Bypass Project (herein referred to as “proposed project” or “project”). The discussion 
and level of analysis are commensurate with the expected magnitude and severity of each impact to 
environmental resources. This document addresses the environmental effects of installing 
wastewater conveyance infrastructure. The analyses in Chapter 2 are based on technical reports and 
studies prepared for the project, supplemented with other public information sources as provided in 
the list of references. 

This document evaluates the potential for impacts to resources areas identified in Appendix G of the 
current (2022) California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. These resource areas 
include: 

�ƒ Aesthetics 
�ƒ Agriculture and Forestry Resources  
�ƒ Air Quality  
�ƒ Biological Resources  
�ƒ Cultural Resources  
�ƒ Energy 
�ƒ Geology and Soils, including  

Paleontological Resources  
�ƒ Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
�ƒ Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
�ƒ Hydrology and Water Quality  

�ƒ Land Use and Planning 
�ƒ Mineral Resources  
�ƒ Noise 
�ƒ Population and Housing 
�ƒ Public Services 
�ƒ Recreation 
�ƒ Transportation  
�ƒ Utilities and Service Systems 
�ƒ Tribal Cultural Resources 
�ƒ Wildfire 
�ƒ Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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1.4.1 Administration of the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
Program in California 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act or CWA), as amended in 1987, established 
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) program. The CWSRF program offers low interest 
financing agreements for water quality projects. The proposed Washington Street Sewer Bypass 
Project may be partially funded with a loan through the CWSRF Loan Program. The program is 
nationally administered by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and in 
certain instances the administration has been delegated to the individual states. In California, 
administration of the CWSRF program has been delegated to the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB). In turn, the SWRCB requires all projects being considered under the CWSRF 
program to comply with CEQA and certain federal environmental protection laws, including the 
federal Endangered Species Act (Section 7), the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA; Section 
106), the General Conformity Rule for the Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA), and other executive orders 
and federal regulations. Collectively, the SWRCB refers to these requirements as “CEQA-Plus.”  

This IS-MND has been prepared in accordance with the State Environmental Review Process for the 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program (SWRCB 2017) and is expanded beyond the typical 
content requirements of an IS-MND to include additional CEQA-Plus information. The SWRCB is a 
CEQA Responsible Agency for the proposed project and would consider this CEQA document prior to 
CWSRF loan authorization. 

 Project Location 
The project site is located in Castroville, a census-designated place in Monterey County, on 
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 133-143-016, 030-141-022 and -023, and the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) right-of-way (ROW) that lies between them along State 
Route (SR) 1. Land uses surrounding the project site consist of agricultural land, Caltrans ROW, 
residential and commercial development, the Castroville Education Center campus of Hartnell 
College, and undeveloped open space. Portions of the project site are within the Coastal Zone, as 
established by the California Coastal Commission.  

The project site includes an existing Monterey One Water (M1W) pump station along Watsonville 
Road near Castroville, portions of Washington Street and Merritt Street/SR 183, and agricultural and 
undeveloped lands along the pipeline alignment on either side of SR 1. The project site is relatively 
flat and varies in elevation from seven feet above mean sea level at each end of the pipeline to 29 
feet at SR 1. The project site is approximately 1.8 miles east of the Pacific Ocean and approximately 
250 feet north of Tembladero Slough.  

Figure 1 shows the project site’s regional context, and Figure 2 shows the project site at a local 
scale. Figure 3 shows the Monterey County zoning designations surrounding the site, the Caltrans 
ROW, and the Coastal Zone boundary.  

 Project Sponsor’s Name and Address 
Castroville Community Services District 
11499 Geil Street 
Castroville, California 95012 

1.5

1.6



Introduction and Project Description 

 
Draft Initial Study – Mitigated Negative Declaration 3 

Figure 1 Regional Project Location 
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Figure 2 Project Site Location 
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